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PiA cri. 13. 


Precious in the fight of the Lord 
7s the Death of hi Saints. 


HE Death of a real Chri- 
itian is ſo very different a 
Thing from that of one who 
is but nominally ſo, and 
ought to be treated with ſo 
— different a Regard, that a 
Diſcourſe meerly upon Mortality, would 
hardly come up to the Dignity of the Occa- 
ſion. Sickneſs and Pains, Separation and 
Corruption, are indeed common to both; 
the Difference is made by that which fills 
the Death of a Sinner, with ſo much Hor- 
ror; and that which renders the Death of a 
Saint ſo Precious in the Sight of the Lord. 
To ſee an ungodly Sinner Gaſping to- 
wards his End, beſides all the melancholy 
Circumſtances about a dying Bed, there is 
another Thought attends it, that is inſup- 
portable; that is, no ſooner is that Soul ſe, 


pa rated 
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patated from its Body, but it is en for | * 
ever. How different is the Caſe, of ſtand- }F 1 

ing by a Saint, that only waits for Leave to 
die; and pants as truly aſter Heaven, as for 1 
Want of Breath, and breathes his laſt only to ſt 


breathe his Soul into the Hands of a Faithful tl 
Creator and merciful Redeemer. Cl 
T is ſuch a Death, that is the Occaſion of IT 
our preſent Solemnity. It is ſuch a Perſon we Ir 
have lately taken our Leave of; and having . Þ ?* 
lodged in the Duſt, all that was Duft, all that rf 
could die, the never dying Spirit is mw fo 


to the Enjoyment of that Happineſs, to ſ-- | 5S 
cure which, fo the greateſt Buſineſs of Lk "3 
and to enjoy which, it is at any Time worth | 
our OW. to dic. And if at _y y Time, a] 
much more in 4 good old Age, and full "BE Tn 
when the Reliſh for = aniftl Dp ” 

World is expired before us; and a Fondnels Þ G 
even for Life it ſelf. Aſter an 01d Diſciple Þþ © 
has been walking with Gop, and Al! 24 = 


Days of his appointed Time has been waiting till | 1 
his Change come, when the Time does cone 
He ſeems rather to get rid of Lite, and its In- 

cumbrances, than to have it taken from 5 
Him; and the good Soul mounts away like G 


2 Bird that has ſlipt its String, and finds its 
ſelf to have recover'd its Native Element 0 
and Freedom. Such Dying is deſirable to 0 

all Men, and Precious in the Sight of the Lord. 66 
It is deſirable to all Men; Oh let me die the || ne 
Death of the Togiveons, and my laſt End ply 3 

is 
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6 and Precious in the Sight of the Lord is the 


| Death of his Saints. 


TXris Plalm was composꝰd in Acknowledg- 
ment of ſome ſignal Deliverance; to be a 


ſtanding Monument of Gop's Goodneſs, and 


the Author's Gratitude. What the parti- 


cular Occaſion was, is not eaſiy to deter- 
mine ; it was ſomething very threatning, 
frightful and afflictive, that he calls the Sor- 


rows of Death which compaſſed him aboat, and 
the Pains of Hell which took hold upon him, he 
found Trouble and Sorrow, v. 3. to that De- 
gree, that he was ready to throw up all in 
Deſpair, and ſay, that all Men were Lyers, v. 
6. the Prophets themſelves not excepted: 
Whatever it was, he takes the Courſe, that 
all good Men do in their Afflictions; he 


goes to Gop in earneſt Prayer; he prays, 


| Gop hears, faves, delivers; in return, he 

endites this Pſalm, which begins with Love, 
v. I. I will love the Lord becauſe he hath heard 
the Voice of my Supplications, and ends with 
| Praiſe, v. ult. praiſe ye the Lord. 


I x we take the Words ſtrictly, in refe- 


| rence to their Occaſion and Context, they 

are an Obſervation made upon the Care 
Go ſhewed of his Life; and his merciful 

| Regard to his Preſervation : 3. d. I have 
found by Experience, that tho? mine Ene- 
mies have often ſought my Life, Gop will 


not eaſily give me up to them, nor ſuffer 
me to become their Prey. As fmall a Mar- 
5 | 5 ter 
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ter as the Life or Death of a Saint may ap- 
pear in the Eye of the World, Go p ſets a 
great Price upon it, and will not fling it a- 
way as a Trifle. For wiſe Ends he ſuffers the 
Wicked ſometimes to take it away; But they 
{ſhall pay dearly for it one Day, for robbing 
the World of that Uſefulneſs, and Gop of 
that Glory, which the Life of a Saint brings, 
and which makes their Death fo Precious in 
his Sight. But I know Nothing ſhould hin- 
der us from conſidering them as an abſo- | 
lute Truth in themſelves, containing this 
Propoſition, That the Death, as well as Life | 
of a Saint, has that in it that makes it precious | 


in the Sight of Go p. I ſhall treat of 


| 5 THE Character of the Perſons ſpoken p 7 
His Saints. eee 


II. Tur which 5s ſaid of them, That | 
their Death is precious in the Sight of If 
:: me Lo K D. = | 700 0 


I. TRE Character of the Perſons ſpoken ih 
of; His Saints. nee Sl 
So always has had, and always will 
have, a certain Number in the World, 
whom He will own to be his Saints. This 
is the Character I am to draw, and *tis 
with a great deal of Pleaſure I ſet myſelf to 
do it; becauſe, all the while the Pencil is 
in my Hand, I have a Saint in my Eye. 

Vä Every 


— my 
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Every Feature I can ſet on, every Air and 
Colour I can lay, will be taken from the 
| Life, Spirit and Temper, of our departed 
Friend; and when J ſhall have done and fi- 
| niſh'd the whole Piece, I am ſure, thoſe who 
| knew her beſt, will be ready to ſay, This is 
i She. DN 
ASN then, is One, whoſe Underſtand- 
ing is enlighten'd with the Kpowledge of God, 
in Jeſus Chriſt, whom to know, is eternal Life; 
whoſe Will is ſubjected in a prevailing Mea- 
ſure to the Will of Gop ; whoſe Affections 
are ſanctify'd, fo as to love what Gop loves, 
I and to hate what Gop hates. This Regu- 
lation of Will and Affections, proves the 
| Knowledge of Gop, to be ſaving Grace, 


» |} which otherwiſe, would be no more than 
| intellectual Accompliſhment. A Saint, is 
Ia Perſon that fears Go v, and hates Evil. 


| That fears God's Diſpleaſure more than 


any Sorrow, and values His Favour more 


than all other Pleaſures. Thy Loving-kind- 
| zeſs is better than Life. One that makes 
the Word of Gov the Rule of his Life, 
and the Glory of Go pp and the Salvation 
of his own Soul, the End of it. His: 
great Soul diſdains the Thought of any 
Thing for his Portion and Happineſs, ſhort 
of Gop: Whom he takes to be his moſt ex- 
cellent Portion, and ſovereign Loxp : To 
whom he gives himſelf up in Covenant, 
to be govern'd, diſpoſed and ſav'd, in his 
i 2 own 
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form a Character agreeable to the ſeveral 
Rendrings of this Word here tranſlated, 
Saints, They are meek and merciful, juſt 


World the Fleſh and the Devil; againſt the 


| World, In which Warfare, tho? ſometimes |? 


own Way, that is, in the Way of Faith, Re- 
pentance and perſevering Holineſs : This dif- 
covers itſelfin thoſe gracious Qualities, which 


and holy, uſefull and beneſicent: They 
have an inward Principle of Grace implan- 
ted in Them by the Spirit of Go p, which 


becomes habitual by Practice; whereby they hi 


maintain an irreconcileable War againſt tle Bc 


World with all its Snares, the Fleſh with its 
corrupt Inclinations, the Devil with his 
Temptations : Againſt all theſe, ſtriving, to |: 
live godly righteonſly and ſoberly in this evil 


Corruptions may betray, and Temptations | 
may ſurprize, as Gop knows they too often 
do; yet, through the conſtant Supply of 


| Strength from CHRIST, and under the Di- 8 
rection and Influence of the bleſſed Spirit, in 


the Uſe of the appointed Means, They Gron- 
ing in Grace, and going on to perfect Holineſs Wb 
in the Fear of God, {hall finally overcome, . 
and be more than Congzerors through Him 
that hath lov'd as. Re I 
Ts we call Saints: Theſe have a Right 
to the Name for the only Reaſon that can 
give it, that is, Becauſe they are Holy: 
Theſe we call Saints, in ſpite of the Szeer of 
a profane World, that know nothing of the | 
„„ Mat: 


* 
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Matter, in ſpite of the Pretenſions of the 
Biſhop of Rome, to the ſole Power of Conſer- 
ring that Denomination. We regard not His 
Canonization, any more than we do his In- | 
dulgences, and Pardons ; all which Preten- | 
ſions, together with the other grave Cheat, 
of the Keys of Heaven and Hell, have al- | 
ways been of more Service to himſelf in this | 
World, and thoſe who divide the Spoil with | 
= him, than ever they are like to be to any ; 
Body in the Next. 

Tusk we will call Saints; in ſpire of all 
thole Names of Obloquy, that Party-Heat 
and Zeal may ſometimes throw about. May 
my eternal Lot be with thoſe, whom G0 
and his Word will own to be ſuch, in the 
Day, when God {hall ſay, Gather my Saints 
together, ſuch as have made a Covenant with me 
by Sacrifice, J am not a real Chriſtian, but 
ſo far as I am holy in Heart and Liſe ; and 
lo far as I am holy, ſo far Tam a Saint: The 
very Character and Title to which all true 
Chriſtians are called: Unto the Church of 1 Cox. i. 
Goa wbich is at Corinth, to them that are ſan- 2. 
ctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints, 

SOME Saints are more eminent chan o- 

thers; for which Reaſon, we fay St. Pe- 
ter and St. Paul, by Way of Eminence; their 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 


Commiſſion was extraordinary; ſo were 1 
their 9 and Graces, as well as their Suc- 1 
ceſs in that Work of the Goſpel, in which | 


they were firſt employ'd ; all extraordinary! 
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Yet he, whom we call Saint Paul, gives the 
ſame Title to all the Members of the Corin- 
thian Church, as that Character to which 
they were called, Called to be Saints; becauſe 
all Chriſtians, ſo far as they are true Chri- 
ſtians, are Saints; whoſe Names are writ- 
ten, not in the Kalendars of Mens A pproba- 
tion, but in the Book of Life. There, the 
Honour will abide ſure, to them; and will 
be enjoy'd by them, when all the Kalendays 
in the World ſhall be burnt up, and Time | 
and Days ſhall be no more to be meaſured 
by them. 6: | 2 1 | t 
Oux departed Siſter was all this, I have þ 
deſcribed a Saint by, to a very exemplary t 
Degree. It is the greateſt Thing that can f 
be ſaid of a Creature, that it's like its Gop. 


He places his own Glory in his Holineſs, 2 
Glorious in Holineſs, Certainly then, to be F 
holy, muſt needs be our greateſt Glory. t. 
Theſe are the Perſons, who ſhall one Day h 
look great and glorious, when the greateſt h 


Monarch that ever waved a Sceptre, (in Re- E tl 
ſemblance of the Power of Gop) ſhall make C 
a ſorry Figure, if deſtitute of the more ami- | at 


able, but leſs coveted Reſemblance of the 
Holineſs and Goodneſs of Go pv. Men may th 
agree among themſelves to call Things by de 


what Names they will, and give one ano- | 

ther what Titles they pleaſe ; but when they | 

1 have done all, Go p is the Fountain of He- 

nour, as well as of Being and W 
an 


her own Unmorthineſs, 


and Hers. 
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and every One is more or leſs honourable, 
according to the Reſemblance they bear to 
Him. . 

Ix ſhe ever mention'd the former Compani- 
on of her Life, his honourable Character, am- 


ple Fortunes, or endeared Affections; if She 


ever ran over, with a pleaſing Reflection, 
the flouriſhing Branches that ſprang from 


them, their Numbers, their dutiful Regard 


to Her, their Reputation, Honours and Pro- 
ſperity, it was with Deſign and Care, ap- 


parently, to be thankful to Goo, rather 


than to gratify any Vanity of her own ; 


Vanity, ſo common a Thing, and too often 


to be obſerv'd, even where there is far leſs 


Temptation. 


METHiNxs I ſee with what Seriouſneſs, 


and Humility, She uſed to lift up her pale 
Hands, when the Converſation turned upon 


theſe Things; firſt in Acknowledgement of 
and then in ſome 
hearty Prayers, That the Grace of God, and 
the Heavenly Happineſs, might be the 
Crown of all their other Advantages to Her 

Bes1Dpes the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
that ſecure another World, She had a great 
deal of that which was ornamental ; of that 
Sweetnels of Temper, and Friendlineſs to all: 
of that Humility, which in the Sight of God ts 
of great Price, joined with that Smartneſs, 
Sprightlineſs and Vigour, that while ſhe 
es knew 
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knew how to take upon Her, what was in- 


n. 


deed Her due upon many Accounts, and 
make every One know their Place, ſhe acqui- 


red at the fame Time, new Honours, by. 


her lovely Condeſcention to Perſons of low 


Degree. 


Six abounded in Charity of both Kinds, 
both as it ſigmifies Giving to the Poor, which 


the Apoſtle ſays, A man may do, even all his 


Goods, and yet not have Charity: and as it 


fignifies Candour and Love to our Brethren; 


without which all Faith, all Gifts, all Mira- 
cles, all Communions, here or there, are 


declared to be vain. As to her Charity to 


the Poor, ſhe did not refer all to her Death. 


They who are reſols'd to do no Good that 
way, till they die, its no great Matter how | 


ſoon that is; and ſometimes it provokes Gop 


to think ſo too. Nor did ſhe diſable herſelf 
from doing largely at her Death, for which 


many poor Creatures do now Riſe up, and 
call her bleſſed. The other Notion of Charity, 
Her Candour and Love to all good Perſons, 
was truly Catholick, Her Maxim was, To 


_ adhere to what ſhe conſcientiouſly prefer'd, 


and allow to others the ſame Liberty, and 
to love all, that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 


Sincerity, tho? they cannot all fee the ſame 


Things in the Bible. This was what ſhe 
firſt learned out of the New Teſtament, and 
grew up, and was confirmed in by the Mi- 
niſtry of this Place, many Years under your 
. former 


. _ —  —— — — — — _ — 
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former excellent Paſtor, and, J hope, had 
loſt no Ground in it ſince I have been among 
you, who have fo often inculcated this, That 
.no Article of Faith 1s more neceſſary to the 


7 Doctrine of Chriſtianity, than this is to the 
Temper of it. 

8, War thoſe who were lately in Power, 

h thought it neceſſary to their Deſigns, to dif- 

TH fuſe an uncharitable, violent, and inhuman 

it Spirit, how have J heard her bewail, That 

n; ever the holy Name of Religion, ſhould be 


Ire Þ cell-nce, and moſt uſeſul Property, in this 


to | World, and beneficial to Society; a Chri- 
th | fiian Temper, and the Love of one another! 
hat Su x has been for many Years an ho- 
ow | nourable Member of this Church. The Pains 
300 | have ſeen her take to get into this Place, 
ſeit | afterall the Convenience ſhe had of comin 
nch to it; her ſhort Breath, feeble Limbs, pale, 
and but venerable and cheerful Looks, I have 
ity, © often thought, has upbraided the Negli- 
ons, | gence and Lazineſs of younger and ſtronger 
To | Perſons ; and when She was got hither, She 
er'd, was a moſt ſerious and attentive Hearer. 
and Her Love to good Diſcourſe in Converſation 
iſt in with Men, and her Love to Prayer for Con- 
ſame- WM verſe with Gop, were real Evidences of a 
t the godly Spirit ; when She could hardly ſpeak 
and a Sentence, She would call for Prayer, by 
Mi- pronouncing the Word, Prayer, Prayer. 
your She was ſerious without Sowrneſs, and 
mer 85 cheerful 
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proſtituted to the Deſtruction of its chief Ex- 
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cheerful without Levity. There was no 


Affectation or Demureneſs in her Seriouſ— 


neſs, no Unguardedneſs of Spirit in her 


Cheer ſulneſs. As the youngeſt Perſon found 


a Pleaſure in ſuch a chearful Old-Age, and 
found no other Awe upon them than what 


proceeded from their Love and Eſteem of 
her, ſo the eldeſt found an Entertainment and 
a Pattern. After She had run an honourable. 


Courſe, the Promiſe that was made to Abra- 


ham, was fulfilled to this Daughter of Abra- 
ham, Thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in Peace, and 
ſhall be buried in 4 good old Age 
Sue all along leaned to the doubtful 
Side, as to her Caſe and State, on Purpoſe 
to avoid the more dangerous one of being 
too confident, When the Connexion be- 
tween Grace and Glory was laid before her, 
as certain from the Promiſes and Covenant 


of Grace, and as comfortable, able to ſupport 


under Sickneſs, and carry thro? Death ; and 


as her own, upon thoſe Goſpel-Terms, of 


Faith, Repentance and Holineſs, the Evi- 
dences of which, ſhe muſt not deny, and 


could not diſown, however mean She might 


think of herſelf : She would ſtill anſwer, A, 
if I were ſure that T had that Grace, to which 
thoſe Promiſes are made, If this abated any 
thing of her Comfort for a Time, it added to 


her Safety, and in the Reflexion, became an 


Argument for her Comfort too; as it was 


an additional Evidence of Sincerity, to be 


willing 


—_— Ia. ng 
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the utmoſt of her Duty. 
WUuEN in her laſt Sickneſs, J once took 


more particularly pray for, J eaſily perceiv- 
ed the Poſture of her Soul, by the Anſwer 
that She made, Pray for Patience to bear the 
Pains and Troubles of Sickneſs ; Pardon of all 
Sins; the Evidence of that Pardon; Acceptance 
with God in the Beloved, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
a welcome Reception into his Preſence, _ 
THE nearer She came to her End, the 
more her Aſſurance grew, and when Doubts 
fun and Scruples were in ſome Meaſure anſwer- 


thank God, I have no Clouds nor Fear remaining. 
From that Time we ſtood round the Dy- 


its Way ; to learn to die; to fee Religion 
in {ome of its Grandour ; to catch now and 


Comfort, and our own Edification ; and 
finally, to fee a Mortal triumph over Death, 
and thro? Faith and Patience, more than 


cient Patriarch, given the laſt Admonitions 


Family, She waited but a little While for 
Leave to die, to uſe her own Words. 


* = —— — — — t- —ñZDaᷣ- — ——— 


willing to know the worſt of her State, and 


Directions from her Mouth, what I ſhould 


ed, at length we heard thoſe Words, I 


ing, as curious Spectators, to ſee, to obſerve, 
how Heaven met the travelling Soul upon 


then an Ejaculation from her Lips, and 
carry it on, and improve it a little, to her 


a Conqueror, thro” the Blood of the Lamb. And 
after She had, with the Majeſty of an an- 


and Bleſſings to the {everal Branches of her. 


"6. II. WE 


r eo DEED 8 
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II. We are now to obſerve, what is ſaid 
of Perſons of this Character, of the Saints; 

namely, That their Death is precious in the 2 

Silit of the Lord. _ 
They die as well as others; They muſt 1 
not, They, of all Men, would not live al. 1 
ways. Holineſs is no Acquittance from the 
Grave, tho? it be a Protection from Hell. 
The firſt Man whoſe Death we read of was 
rieLteous Abel, Tour Fathers, where are they? and 
the Prophets, do they live for ever? Did any of 

them ſo much as dream, that an Exemption | 
from Death was one Privilege of the Cove. 
nant of Grace, No, no, Enoch and Elijah, both, I. 

look upon their own Tranſlation to be as of « 
much a Singularity as any of us can do. . 
BEST DES, They were holy; therefore! 
fit to die, fit for Heaven; for that Reaſon- © 
3 it is not fit that ſuch as they ſhould always! ſ 
ſtay in this World. But GO DD loved them, 
and why do they die whom Gop loved ? I 

anſwer, Sometimes the rather becauſe He and 
loves them, loves them ſo well, as not to} tle 
continue their Trials, or lengthen their“ 
Pains, or delay their Happineſs. Where I am, _ 
there ſhall my Servant be, that he may behold? 
; #y Glory, But has not CHRIST aboliſhed? 
Death, and conquer'd Death; why then docs * 1 
it continue thus to prey upon his Saints? 19 1 

IJ anſwer, CHRIST never pretended, by hi, 
3 Dying, 


+4, * 


id] 


nts; | 
the | 4 
Þ taken Care that the good Perſon ſhall nor 
be one Hair of the Head the worſe for dy- 
nut | | 
> al- 


the 


Hell. 
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Pying, to ſave the Saint from temporal 
Death: He has deliver'd them from the tor- 
8 menting Fears of Death, from its Sting, and 
from its deſtructive Conſequences; He has 


ing *, but an infinite Gainer; like their 


! God, who hath given us the Victory throwh our 
4 | Lord Jeſus Chriſt To inſiſt therefore upon 


tion ? it, Thar the Reparation by the ſecond Adam 


Ove: | 
both, 


JC © 1 


efore 


eaſon 
ways, 
hem, Bleſſedneſs that may be loſt. Let Go 


d? I 


and bring us to it, 2nd let us not ſet our lit- 
E He 7 

10t to dle Wits, to ſhew Him a better Way than 
their}? C2 He 
1 Ai, te ES 

Hehl 9 8 f 

I1{hedP? 85 
1 docs 4 Luke xxi. 16. tid ſome 5 ſhall they 3 to be put 
ints * "= yo Death; —But there ſhail not an Hair of your Head perijh,. 
* hill ver, 18. Pat to Deerh ; yer not an Hair perid. 


ing 


5 | ſhould be in Rind, is unreaſonable; not on- 


of GO p, which are infinitely beyond us; 


eternal Life, or an Happineſs that is Iudi- 
feaſable, is beyond the precarious State of 


. 


take his own Way to fit us ſor Heaven 


Lord, they conquer by dying ; or elſe it 

were a Jeſt to triumph where there was no 
f Conqueſt; 48, 0 Death, where is thy Stiug 9 
'was © 10 Grave, where is th Victory? Thanks 1 
and | I 


*W as it arraigns the Wiſdom and Counſels 


but as it would be to our Loſs, as much 10 
e. is beyond Paradiſe; as Immortality amd 


SELL” 2 


ad 1 
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He has appointed. Die, a Saint muſt, but 


his Death is precious in the Sight of 
G0 D K. 1 5 
H x eſteems it as a Thing of vaſt Con- 
ſideration; He has his Eye much upon it, 
as People have upon that which is dear to 
them. He does very much intereſt and 
concern himſelf in it. Certainly, he that 
counts the good Man's Steps, which are or- 
aer'd by the Lord, will order this laſt moſt 
important Step, the Step from one World 
to another ! He that numbers the Hairs of 
their Head, that vt one falls to the Ground 
without our Father, ſuffers not the Head itſelf 
to be laid in the Duſt without himſelf ! 
No! He preſides during the whole Opera- 
tion; He unties the vital Knot, whatſoever 
happens to be the Inſtrument; and when 
the Separation is made, He wraps up the 
one Part in His Boſom, and lays up the other 


Part fafe in the Grave; takes Care of it 
all the While it lies there, to have it forth- Þ 
coming upon the Call of the /aff Trumpet, 
and not one needful Particle ſhalt be want- 


ing, however it may have been ſcatter'd and 
diſpers'd. 
WHAT 


A 
” 


* The ſeveral R endrings of the Original Word here, may bt ? 


laid together to compleat the Senſe. 


In Pretio fuit, maximi momenti Tig. Honorifica I. & T 


Pretioſa 6, Æthiop. Arab P. Sy nops. 
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WHAT 1s there in the Death of a poor, 
ſighing, dying, ſuffering Saint? Whether 
rich or poor, high or low. that ſhould 
make it ſo precious in the Sight of God, I 


_ anſwer, 


1. THEIR Perſons are precious in the 


Sight of Go p. 


Tux Holy Ghoſt has put together all the 


precious Things in the World, to repreſent 


how precious the People of Gop are to him. 
The World ſometimes counts them the Off- 
ſcowring of the Earth; he calls them his 


| Peculiar Treaſure, and where the Treaſare 
is there the Heart will be; eſpecially when it 


is removing from one World to the other. 
The World ſometimes crys, Away with them, 
they are not worthy to live: God ſays, The 
World is not worthy of them, Heb. xi. 38. The 


World has a thouſand Terms of Reproach 


to caſt upon them; He calls them his Por- 
tion, Inheritance, Jewels, Glory, Crowa, Dia- 
dem, the Care of his Providence, and the 


Delight of his Heart, Thou ſhalt be mize in the Mal. iii. 


Day when I make up my Jewels. Thou (bait V3: 


alſo be a Crown and a Glory in the Hand of the 


Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the Hana of thy 
God, thou fhalt no more be termed forſaken, 
nor ſhall thy Land be termed any more Deſolate, 
but thou ſhalt be called Hephſhebah, for wy 


THEY 


If: 1xu. 3. 


W — PIE, = . E — "ET 
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Tuk x are Perſons of the moſt precious 
Characters, as before deſcribed, and ſtand in 
the moſt precious Relations to Go D in je- U 
ſus Chriſt. He is their Maſter, Lord and 
King: their Friend, their Father, their Ma- of 
E ker, is their Husband, the Lord of Hoſt is his 
| Name. The Love of all theſe Relations“ 6 
meet in Him. Think with what Heart and 5 

Mind, with what Tenderneſs of Affecti- “! 
on, ſuch Relations would ſtand round the 
dying Relation; and then think with your 
ſelf, If I do but die in the Lord, His ſingle 
| Eye upon me will be, all this, and infinite. 
| ly more, as He infinitely exceeds all other ; 
J Relations in Love and Goodneſs, Pow- |: 
* er and Wiſdom. This is Comfort to them 
/ that die alone, who either have no ſuch Þ Ro 
i Relations, or by Providence are obliged to © 
expire at a diſtance from them. And that 
which adds yet more Comfort to this 
Thought, is this, That Death, which / | Gr 
| ſolves all other Relations, even the neareſt | b 
. and deareſt, canſummates this, and brings Y, 


us nearer than ever. == 

2. PxECIOUs in the Sight of the Lord is fh 

| che Death of His Saints, becauſe it is another ble 

ö Thing to what it naturally was, and is ſtill to . Ti 

| the ungodly Man, ne 
0 Tuer are alike in common Appearance, 

| 25 the Brazen Serpent was in Shape and Ap- Þ © 

| . earance, * 

f 5 = Dea; 
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pearance, like tlie fiery Ones that ſtung; but 


ö 


it had no Poiſon, no Sting, it heal'd the 
Wounds the fiery Serpents gave; the Sting 
, Death is Sin, and where that is forgi- 
ven, the Sting 1s remov'd, and the Death of 


ſuch an one is another Thing: for (as it has 
been often obſerv'd) on ſuch a Subject as 
this, the Death of a Saint is neither otra! 
nor perpetual, nor penal in the ſame Senſe 
with that of the Wicked, nor detrimental. 
Nor total, it is but a Part of me that dies, 
the other, the better Part, is out of Reach, 
and never liv'd more truly and properly than 
ſince it has ſhook off that Fleſh and Blood 
that cannot enjoy the Ringdom of GO D. The 
Ongodly are not ſo, they die totalh, the 
Body by Diſſolation, the Soul by Damnation; 
not by Extinction of Being, but by Sentence 
to the Worm that never dies, and the Fire that 
is not quenched, the Body is thrown into the 
Grave, there to lie and rot; the Soul 
is thrown into Hell, which is the Second 
Death X. 1 5 : I 

Nox is the Death of a Saint perpetual, 
even that Part that drops into the Grave 
hall riſe again, the Grave ſhall never be a- 
ble to keep it any longer than the appointed 


Time. Oh Grave, I will be thy Deſtruction. Hoſ. xiii. 


He that brake its Bars, and triumph'd '+ 
== ON ©" "Er 


—— 


Rev. 20. 14. Into the Lake of Fire; this is the Second 
W Death. 
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Rom. viii. 
23. 


over all its Powers, by His own Reſurrecti- 
on, will redeem the purchaſed Poſſeſſion of 
every Saint's Body that lies waiting for 
the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of 
their Body. Tis true, the Wicked alſo have 


their Reſurrection ; but how gladly would 
they rather lie for ever in their Duſt and 
Darkneſs, than be brought out as Crimi- 


nals, that are taken out of Priſon only to 
be ſet to the Bar? John viii. 28. The Hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in the Grades 
ſhall hear his Voice, ver. 29. and ſhall come 
forth, they that have done Good unto the Reſur- 
rection of Life, and they that have done Evil 
unto the Reſurrection of Damnation. | 
AGAIN, The Death of a Saint is not 


penal in the ſame Sence, and as it is the 


Puniſhment to the Wicked; Rom. viii. 1. 
'There is no Condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and where there is no proper 
Condemnation, there is no proper Execution; 
eſpecially, conſidering further, that it is not 


detrimental in the Iſſue, Phil. i. 2 1. For them 


to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain: And 


therefore Death is reckoned in the Inven- © 


tory (as ſome call it) of the Chriſtians Poſ- 
ſeſſions, 1 Cor. 111. 21, 22. For all Things are 
yours (for your Uſe, Benefit, Advantage 
and Salvation) whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or 
Things preſent, or Things to come, all are yours. 


3. PR- 


""Þ, «MEE 
+ 

"7, 
. 


92 


— 


* 


£ Mrs. SusAN NAH RUDGE. 


. Pxrcious in the Sight of the Lo R p, 
for Cc. Becauſe; of the Honour which the Death of 
4 Saint brings to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, As 
aVe Þ* the Father loves the Son upon Account of 
what He has done and ſuffered for our Good, 
and John x. 17. Therefore doth my Father love me, 
becauſe I lay down my Life, and I take it ap again. 
to So does He love us upon Account of what 
we do for the Son's Honour and Glory, Joh: 
XII. 26. If any man love me, him will my Fa- 
E ther honour, Every Thing is precious to him 
ur. that brings Honour to Jesus CHRIST. 
Evil | Now the Death of a Saint, brings a 
great deal of Honour to CHRIsT. There 
not is One more, who thorough the Grace 
the of a Mediator, has conquer'd the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſtruggling 
re in z with his laſt Enemy, and ſhall overcome by 
oper the Blood of the Lamb. I undertook tor him 
tion; (may the Redeemer ſay) and here he is. 1 
s not have led him thorough the Wildernets of 
them this World, I have now brought him to the 
Gates of the Grave, I will not leave him 
there; but will keep him Company thro? 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death. *Tis my 
= Bulineſs to ſee he takes no Harm, I will 
bew him the Path of Life. 


— 

— 

— 8 

— 
2 


I KNOW, O Lok p, (ſays the dying 
= Saint) Thou wilt not forſake me now, Thy | 
= Roa and thy Staff will comfort me; Thou will 
be me the Path of Life. Thou wilt preſent 
i 4 D me 


— >. — - — — - — —— - 
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Le... 


me to the FaTHER without Spot. I carry | | 57 


thy Blood upon me to the Holy of Holies, | © a, 
and thy good Spirit will finiſh me, for the! & 


Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. Thou wilt! 7 
ſhew me to the Inhabitants of the upper | T 
World, as another Seal to the Value of thy þ 
Death, the Merit of thy Blood, the Preva- Þ| 
| Jence of thine Interceſſion; another Monu- 
ment of the Truth of thy Promiſes, the | x, 
Wiſdom of thy Conduct, the Efficacy of 
thy Grace, the unfailing Certainty of thy!“ 
Covenant, —— Yea, Lord, upon this, Þ &; 
J have in my Life ventur'd my All, and Þ 6 
built all my Hopes; and upon theſe, L will Þ of 
now venture my parting Soul: I kzow in Þ 
whom I heve believed, As Thou haſt made me 
in ſome Meaſure faithful to the Death, ſo th 
if Thou wilt now give me a Crown of Life, ji]; 
J will lay it at thy Feet, where all the hea- Þ p. 
venly Hoſts caſt down their Crowns. It is fr 
no new, nor unuſual Thing, for me to give T 
myſelf, Body and Soul to Thee; it is what, 
'Thou knoweſt, I have often done; Had! F. 
never given them up to Thee, but when II TÞ 
could keep them no longer, as in a Laſt Will Þ th 
and Teſtament, on a Death - bed, I ſhould Þ 6. 
have Reaſon to ſuſpect the Sincerity of the Þ he 
Dedication , and Certainty of thine Accep- Þ N 


tance; but I have done it upon my Conver- Þ hy 
ſion, in ſolemn taking upon myſelf, my bap- Þ ta 


tiſmal Dedication ; I have often done it at 
a Sacrament, and often in my Cloſet; and P- 


30uld 
F the 
Accep- 
AVE = 
bap- 

it at 
and 
ſince 
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Eternity, are next to thoſe of One returned 
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ſince it is no new Thing to me, I can now 
do it with the greater Confidence. And as 


to my Soul, may ſay, with St. Stephen, Lord 


Jeſus, Receive my Spirit; and as to my Boay, 


Thou wilt, in thy due Time, make it like 
| to thine own glorious Body. e 


4. Px ECLouis in the Sight of the 


| | Lon d, &c. for the Honour done to Religion, 
| by the Behaviour of a dying Saint, 


Tuts, we mult confeſs, muſt be under- 


| ſtood only in Proportion to that Meaſure of 
| Grace, that Strength of Mind, and Clearneſs 
ol Apprehenſion, that favours the Occaſion ; 
and that Degree of Comfort Gop is pleas'd 
to beſtow, All Saints do not die alike, in 
this Particular. But to ſee a Saint dying 
like himſelf! with Patience under preſent 
Pains, Faith in future Rewards and Bleſ- 
ſings, with Contempt of this World, and 
Truſt in Goo for the future, J% He /lay 
| him, yet truſting in him! To ſee a Chriſtian, 
| Exultantem in morte, & morti inſultantem ; 
This makes Religion look glorious. Tis 
then, (as the 
fits upon the Bed*s-head of a dying 


* 
8 


Jews ſay) The divine Majeſty 
Saint, By 


» 


how much the more terrible Death is to 
Nature, by ſo much the more glorious above 
human Nature, does the triumphant Mor- 
tal appear, FE 


Tux Sayings of One upon the Brink of 


D 2 


f roh 
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ide 


rom the Dead; chey ſtand upon the Borders 
of both Worlds, and ſpeaking to us (as One 
ſays) with ſome of the Fruits of Canaan in 
their Mouths, they bring up a n Report 
upon the 200d Land *, 


5. PREClous in the Sight of the 


Lok p, Cc. becauſe it is the laſt Stroke they 


are to bear. With this, all Sighing and "8 
row 1s ended, and all Enemies have cone 


their worſt, 


6. PkEC1ous in the Sight of the 
Lok D, Cc. becauſe it is the Oportunit) 07 
bringing thoſe Ile loves nearer to Himſelf. 

WukxE there is a great deal of Affecti- 


on, that which 15 the Means of bringing 
ſuch 


7 


* Dr. A. Rivet, under Pains of a ; Diſtemper that can 


Rivet'slaft hardly be tho't of without Trembling, the Miſerere me; 


Ho. arg. 


Do mine, thus addreſſes himſelf to GOD; Lord, Thou know- 
eſt my Weakneſs and Infirmity, permit not the Grievouſneſs of 


my Pains, to caſt me into any Impatience or Murmuring. Either 


make my Pains leſs, or furniſh me with Conſtancy ſuffcient to 
bear them. that I may not ofend. And he adds, Let all Men 


have Acceſs te viſit me. I ought to give an Example of Dying 


275 ot her Men, as I have taught them how to live. 


It is ſaid of Mr. Ambroſe, That compoſing himſelf to expire 
decently, he fate himſelf down in hisChair and lifting up 
his Eyes to Heaven, with theſe Words, Angels, do your 
Office, which they immediately did, he died that Inſtant. 


Martyrdom itſelf, which is Dying for Religion, is hard- 
17 more glorious, than Dying thus under the Power of 17, 
and its Principles. 5 


— — = — 
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uc ſuch Perſons together after a long Diſtance, 
eis precious to both. With what Extaſy did 
n | old Jacob look upon the Waggons that were 
„u | come from Joſeph to fetch him down to 
| Feypt? And when he ſaw them, the Spirit of Gen. xlv 
Jacob, their Father, revived. The Reaſon 27. 
\ | was, becauſe Joſeph was precious to him, 
vx | and Benjamin. . 
r. I xx this Senſe, and upon theſe Accounts, 
ne the Death of a Saint is precious in the Sight 
of Goo, becauſe their Perſons and Lives are 
| fo; their Death is another Ihing to what 
he ! it naturally was, and 1s ſtill to the un- 
of Þ godly Man; becauſe of the Honour which 
the Death of a Saint brings to tlie Lord Ix- 
di- eus CaxIs r; and to Religion and its Prin- 
ing ciples, by the Behaviour of a dying Saint, 
ich Þ becauſe it is the laſt Stroke they are to bear; 
and that which brings the two loving Par- 
ties near to one another, ſo as never to part 
more. e 


„% I Cross all with a few practical Re- 
know- ma rks, „ 
eſs of | | | Ss 
Ove 1. LET 4 Saint die where, and how, and 
. wen he will; by whatſoever Caſualty or Diſtem- 
Dying per, whether by a ſudaen Death, or ſlow, there is 
expire full Jomething in it that makes it precious in the 
ng up; Sight of God. „ = Es 
9” Arr the World can't make it otherwiſe, 
I tho? ſome excellent Perſons, dear to Go p, 
betty have ſuffer d ſome cruel Deaths in Dun- 
#0 18 | geons, 


4 
0 
, 
* 
: 
4 
1 * 
, 
: 


P 
—— 9 299 A 


——— 


A FUNERAL SERMON for 
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geons, on the Wheel, on the Gallows; and 
the Enemies have ſtudied to make their 
Deaths ſhameful as well as painful; have 


deny'd them, what they call, Chriſtian Buri- 


al; yet all the Malice of Men, or Devils in 


Hell, cannot hinder but the Death of a Saint 


will be precious in the Sight of th; Loks, 


upon ſuch Accounts as theſe : Precious in the 
Sight of the Lord, was the Death of Lazarus 


upon a Dunghil, pining with Hunger, pain- 
ed with Sores; And abominable in the Sight 


of the Long D was that of Dives, with all the 
Luxury of his Life, and the Pomp and 
Show of his Funeral after Death. 


2. Gop will avenge the Death of his Saints F 


upon Perſecutors. 

THAT which renders the Death of a 
Saint fo precious, muſt needs make the 
Vengeance very heavy, that ſhall fall upon 


the Perſecutors, when He comes to make In- 


guiſition for Blood. He hath ordained his Ar- 


roms againſt the Perſecutors, Pſal. iii. 12. Pre- 


cious in the Sight of the Loxp, is the Blood 
of his Saints; and when He comes to make 
Inquiſition for Blood, He will not forget the 


Cry of the Humble; no, not of the mean- 


eſt Chriſtian. Shall not God avenge his Elect ? 


Doubtleſs He will avenge them, and that 


ipeedily. And what a Reckoning has Baby- 
lon to make, in whoſe Skirts is found the 
Blood of the Saints and Martyrs ! 

0 = 3. Tris 
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= F 3. Tris ſhould qualify and moderate our 
ve | Sorrows upon the Deceaſe of onr goal) Friends. 
„i. Treir Perſons and Lives were 
in |. Precious to us, and ſo ſhould their Deaths 
int | be to us, as they are in the Sight ol Go D: 
p. | For, their Work is done, their Race is 
| the run, their Reward is received, their Sor- 
was | rows are ended, their endleſs Joys are be- 
ain. gun. Gop has continued them ſo long, in 
Mercy to us, and now taken them away in 
Mercy to themſelves. It would be Selfiſh- 
E neſs to wiſh them out of their preſent Hap- 
pineſs, merely that they might be with 
us. But might not their Happineſs be de- 
F lay'd? And why not yours cut ſhort, as 
| well as theirs delay'd? Why ſhould they 
of a not die for their own- Gain, Pleaſure and 
the ] Felicity, as well as live for yours? 


4. ON E Word to poor Sinners. 


Lou ſee the Deathof a Saint, is precious 
in the Sight of Goo; yours is not ſo. You 
have neither Part nor Lot in this Matter. 
In what Manner will you die, and after 
| how different a Way ? If Conſcience is 
| awaker'd, it will be in a frightful Manner 
to yourſelf and all about you. If ſtupid and 
| inſenſible, your Neighbours may call your 
Inſenſibility, Going off like a Lamb; but the 
| Scripture 
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Scripture repreſents it, Dying like the Beaſt 


that periſh, 


WAE RE is your Hope, when Gon 


taketh away your Soul? What will you 


do? Where will you go? You will not be 
carry'd by Angels to the Boſom of Abra. 


ham; but drag'd by Devils to the Bar of 3 
GOD: Arreſted for a Debt you can never - 


pay, drag'd to an Execution that will ne. 


ver be over; thrown into a Priſon from 


whence there is no Redemption, and where 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quench- 


ed. Dreadful | —— A poor Creature lies 
dying, and thinking thus; My Poſſeſſion 


J muſt ler go, my Name muſt rot; my 
Hopes will expire with me, and be like the 


giving upof the Ghoſt. My Soul, oh, my x 5 


Soul ! that will be loſt. 


Then they 


catch at Life again, ready to adore the Phy. 
ſician, if he can but flatter their Hope. But 
Gop ſtrikes the Blow, the irreverſible 
Blow, and Name, Hopes, Eſtate, Body 
and Soul, periſh together. Oh, that Men . 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that thy; 
would conſider their latter End, in order to 
ſecure a pleaſing Time of it, and a preci 


ous Death. In ſhort, We call him poor, 


that has Nothing to live on; but he is the 
poorer Soul that has Nothing to die on. ; 
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5. How much do we owe to the precious 
Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. e 
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100 
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It be 
Abr a- 
ar of 
lever 


Is that which has made the Death of 
© a Saint fo precious a Thing, chang'd its Na- 
. ture, and given it all its ſoftening Names, 
and pleaſing, and precious Ideas; that has 
taken away the Sting, and remov'd the 
Curſe, and laid in ſor the aboliſhing the 


ne-. * | ) 

from] Fear of it; and Delivered thoſe, who thro? 

heme Far of Death, were all their Life-time ſa bject 

0 Bondage. IP's 

Tons L, Let as form our Notion of Death 
„pon this Scripture Foundation, 

By ns 1 

de the 


„ my I WIII not then take my Notion of Death, 
"1 ef i from the Heathen Writers, from the com- 
-Phy- mon Sentiments of the World, from dark 
"Th | Rooms, Mourners going about theStreers : 
erlible not irom the hollow linking Eyes, ghaſtly 
Body | Looks, panting Breaſts, or dying Fare- 
= wels of departing Friends : Theſe Things 
diſguiſe the Death of a Saint, and give a 


„falt 8 
ger t alle Notion of it; they only ſhew how it 


looks to an Eye of Senſe, and what it would 
have been in itſelf. He that ſaid, Death _ 
was the the moſt Terrible of Terribles, was 
kn Heathen, and knew nothing at all of the 


preci 
poor 
is the 
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Change which CuRkIis had made in it to a 

3 E 1 
H ov = Believer, 


LEE 


A FUNERAL SERMON for 


Believer. He that called Death, the Ring 
of Terrors, gave an Account of what the 
World about him thought of it, and not 
what jt was to him, who could fay of Life, 
I loath it, I would not live always. 

I GRANT, you will never reconcile Fleſh 
and Blood to this, or to any Notion of 
Death. Nor can Fleſh and Blood take it 
in. There are three Things to which Fleſh 
and Blood will never be reconciled, the one 

is, Spirituality of Worſhip, Communion with 
Soy in the Exerciſe of proper Graces, in 


the Inſtitutions of CHRIST, unaccompa-W 
nied with any Additions or Inventions that] 


might entertain the Senſes, the Eye or Ear, 
The other is, the Croſs of CHRIST, or Af. 
fictions for CHRIS T's Sake, how beneficial 
ſoever they may be to Grace or Glory, and 
whatever Sweetneſs may attend them here, 
or whatever Crown they may entitle to 
hereafter. The third is Death, Fleſh and 
Blood will never be reconciled to theſe 
Things while the World ſtands. But are 
we Nothing but Fleſh and Blood? Muſt 
not the Language of Heaven, of Faith, of 
Scripture, of Go pp, muſt not their Lan- 
guage be ſpoken, becauſe it is not the Lan- 
guage of Fleſh and Blood, and the Dialect 
of this lower World? e 


LE Fears and Guilt, let Ignorance or 


Negligence, dreſs up the Buſineſs of Dying, 
„ 451 
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Lord, is the Death of his Saints, 


Mrs, Sus ANNAH RuDcGe. 


as frightfully as they can; nay, tho? my 
own 'Tremblings, when it comes to my 
Turn, ſhould upbraid my Neglect, and 
reproach me with not having made, my 
Conduct and Preparation ſutable to my 
Notions and Expectations on this Matter; 
yet will I not change my Style, That the 
Death of a Saint, is a bleſſed and 4 precious 
Thing ; For, bleſſed are the Dead, that die in 
the Lord. And, Precious in the Sight of the 
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Confeſſion of Faith with the Sermon 

preach'd at by Ordinacion by Dr. 

Williams. D. D. | 

2. A Diſcourſe upon the Dreadfull Storm Nov. 
26 17043. 

3. A Aon Preach'd to the Societies for Re- 
formation of Manners in the Cities of London 

and Ie W July 2. 1705. the ſecond Edi- | 
tion. 
4. A Sermon Preach'd at Crosby ſcuare Nov. 

FJ. 1709 in Commemoration of our Deliver 
rance from Popery and Slawery. 

5. Rejoyce with Trembling. A Thankſgiv ng Ser- 
mon; Nov. 6. 1710. 

6. The Temper of Feſus. 

7. Dying in Faith. . | 
8. The Diſſolution of the Earthly Lu of this Ta. 1 
bernacle: Death under that Notion conſider'd, 
in a Sermon occaſioned by the Death of Mrs, 
Mary Franklin, with ſome Account of Her 

Life and Sufferings for Nonconformity. 

9. The Burning of London by the Papiſts : ora 
Memorial to Proteſtants On the lecond of 
September. 

10. The Preſervative of Vinwons Youth. 

11. HEALTH: an Eſſay on its Nature, Value, 

Uncertainly, Freſerxation and beſt Improve 

ment. 

12. Precious Death : a Funeral Sermon on the 

Death * Mrs. §. Rudge. 
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